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You're invited to join the PMI Chicagoland Professional 
Breakfast Meeting.

The Real World: Agile
SPEAKERs: Mark Des Biens, PMP, CSM and Len Lagestee

Presentation Abstract:
The true story of seven team members, picked to assemble, work together and have 
their lives time-boxed into two-week iterations, to find out what happens when people 
stop being polite... and start getting agile..."

Just like MTV’s “Real World” television show, our organizations, teams and individu-
als are often ill prepared for the realities of being agile.  We will tell the story of some of 
the best lessons and experiences we’ve had in more than eight years of being agile.  And 
give you real agile techniques and tools that have helped our teams deliver value to our 
customers on a consistent basis.
Attendees will learn:

•	 �Transformation  
One day you’re a Project Manager the next day Scrum Master, Really!?!

•	 �Bad Team to Good Team  
Explore one team’s dramatic turnaround.

•	 �What’s a Leader to Do  
How the manager has become a servant leader

•	 �Communities to Lean On  
When the show is over and you still need help, who can you call? 

Whether you are currently practicing agile or about to embark on an agile transfor-
mation journey, this session will demonstrate the real actions we’ve seen work to help 
give our teams the competitive advantage.  

Speaker Bios, page 2
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Date & Time:

Thursday, August 22

7:30 - 9:30 am

Willis Tower
33rd Floor Conference Center

233 S. Wacker Drive
Chicago, IL  60606

 

FEES:

PMI Chicagoland Chapter Members: 
$25.00

Non PMI Chicagoland  
Chapter Members: 

$35.00

1 PDU

breakfast MEETING 
DETAILS

GET CONNECTED
Learn more
Expand your network

Good things happen when you get involved with PMI

www.pmi-chicagoland.org

http://www.pmi-chicagoland.org
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Speaker Bios:
Mark Des Biens is a PMP and 
Certified Scrum Master, and Agile 
Coach with more than 20 years of 
project management experience.  He 
joined cars.com in 2008 as Project 
Manager, and has been a part of more 
than a dozen agile teams. He devel-
oped and led the Agile Orientation 

courses at cars.com and is the Scrum Master & Mentor for 
their Agile Internship Program. 

Mark is an avid support of Toastmasters, and has served 
as the cars.com sponsored club’s President and Treasurer. 
He is currently mentoring the CDW Toastmasters Club in 
Chicago. He has participated in district speech and evalua-
tion contests, and has achieved his ACB and ACL certificates. 
email: mark.desbiens@gmail.com    
twitter: @markdesbiens

 
Len Lagestee is an experienced 
software and web development 
practitioner. In 2004, Len found his 
passion with Agile methodologies and 
became a coach,  
mentor, and evangelist. Len became 
a Certified Scrum Master in 2005 
and in 2010, he joined cars.com as 
the Agile Practice Manager, taking an 
active role in the transformation from 

waterfall methodologies to Agile. 
With this role, Len encouraged, led, and supported seven 

Scrum Masters/Agile Coaches. 
In early 2013, Len has become a full-time Agile coach 

with SPR/Redpoint Technologies and continues to provide 
insight into agility, leadership, team building, and organiza-
tional change on his blog:  
www.illustratedagile.com.    
twitter: @lagestee. 

»  Learn cutting-edge project management methods 
for successful projects

»  Build highly effective communication and 
leadership skills

»  Identify and apply best practices
»  Prepare for PMP® and CAPM® certification 

Classes begin in september at Depaul’s loop, 
naperville anD o’Hare Campuses.
To register, call (312) 362-5295 or visit cpe.depaul.edu/pm.

projeCt
management
CertiFiCate

PMI-ACP is a registered mark of Project Management Institute, Inc.

Chapter Breakfast Meeting

Date & Time:

Thursday, August 22
7:30 - 9:30 am

http://nanacast.com/vp/108394/226057/16292/
cpe.depaul.edu/pm
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Knowledge Sharing on 
Business Architecture 
Thursday, August 15

The next PMI Chicagoland Knowledge Sharing event will be on Business Architecture, 
with Badar Munir, at CJE Senior Center in Deerfield, IL, Thursday, August 15, 2013.  
Earn two PDUs. To register, send  an e-mail, daytime phone number and 1 – 3 questions 
about Business Architecture, to pmgroup@pmi-chicagoland.org, or sign up at  
www.pmi-chicagoland.org. 

Two PDUs are earned for participating for attending the session. Anyone interested 
in discussing Enterprise Mobility is welcome to attend. Just send an email to PMgroup@
pmi-chicagoland.org, and include your name, daytime phone number and one to three 
questions about MS Project.

About our Facilitator:
Badar Munir is a Business and IT Transformation consultant with 20+ years of US and 
Global experience. He is Chief Architect at i3 Technologies, Inc, a Chicago area based 
management consulting firm. 

Badar employs Business Architecture and Enterprise Architecture skills and tech-
niques to lead business transformational initiatives and solve strategic business issues. 
Badar has performed leadership roles in M&A/Divestures; Architecting start-up/green 
field companies and their functions; Reengineering critical organizational capabilities, 
and services; and establishing Enterprise Architecture programs & offices for Fortune 
500 clients. Badar is determined to use Business Architecture as a tool for critical strategic planning, improving operational efficien-
cies, revamping business models and enhancing competitive edge. 

After earning a BS in Computer Science and a MS in Industrial Engineering from the University of Oklahoma in Norman, Badar 
became a dedicated sooner boomer. He is a certified Business Architect from DePaul University and an Open Group TOGAF v9 certi-
fied Practitioner. 

He can be found at LinkedIn: http://www.linkedin.com/in/badarm

Information on CJE SeniorLife
Since 1972, CJE SeniorLife has enhanced the lives of older adults and their families through an innovative, comprehensive network 
that includes housing, health care, community services, health and wellness education, life enrichment programs and applied 
research. CJE is a partner in serving the community, supported by the Jewish United Fund/Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago.

So mark your calendars now for the August Knowledge Sharing Meeting on August 15,  2013, on Business Architecture at  
CJE Senior life in Deerfield, IL.

When: 
Thursday, August 15

Time:
•	 �6:30 - 7:00 pm: 

Informal networking and light 
refreshments

•	 �7:00 - 9:00 pm:  
Presentation and facilitated 
discussion

Where:
CJE Senior Life
1551 Lake Cook Road
Deerfield, IL 60015

Knowledge Sharing Event
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Professional Development Day 2013

Mastery beyond the triple constraints
Speakers: 20+ speakers on PM methodologies and topics

Presentation titles and breakdown of sessions: Detailed Educational track info and 
schedule for the PD Day event will be posted soon.
 
The Tracks for PD Day include:

1.      Program and Portfolio Management
2.      Agile, Collaboration and Emerging Trends
3.      Stakeholder Management/Procurement/Risk Management
4.      Leadership lessons from the C Suite

PMP: 8 PDU

Super Early-Bird pricing only available until August 15, 2013
Registration link: https://m360.pmi-chicagoland.org/event.aspx?EventID=84437

*	� Super-Early Bird Discount of $100 from regular admission price for PMI  
and non-PMI members

*	 Super Early-Bird Discount for current full-time students of $150  
	� (please scan your student id and with transcript send email to  

pddayregistration@pmi-chicagoland.org)

When:  Friday, November 1, 2013

Where:
Meridian Banquets 
1701 W Algonquin Rd 
Rolling Meadows, IL 60008 
Phone: (847) 952-8181 

Click here to register  
or visit the Chapter website at: 
www.pmi-chicagoland.org

Upcoming Events

You don’t want to miss the Premier Event of 2013!
 

Visit our website for more information
http://www.pmi-chicagoland.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=114

https://m360.pmi-chicagoland.org/event.aspx?EventID=84437
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Member News

We Welcome Our New Members
 

Congratulations to Our New PMPs

Mazher Abbas, PMP
Tamiko L. Acevedo
Shikhar Agarwal, PMP
Pete Bochek
Rodney Brown
Kathy Chandler
Sue Cho
Jane Clinkert
Ross Conner
Robin Covington
Bill Cowan
Rosanne S Delaney, PMP
Aida Diagne, PMP
Suzanne Diebold-Martin, PMP
Catherine Donovan, PMP
Patrick Dunne
Lori Edwards
Sandhya Ehle, PMP
Michael Ellerhorst, CAPM
Jeanne Englund, PMP
Daryl Fisher
Neha Gadhia
Ron Gafron
Nathan Gerlach, PMP
Robert German
Vikramjeet Gill
Kevin Givens
Michael Golichowski
Dave Gorby, PMP
Christine Gornick
Brad L Gowgiel
Donna L Hackman, PMP
Michael Hahn
Megan Hamlin
Brian Havlovic
Suzanne Hemenway
Lee Hensel
Dawn Higa
Jcohn Jackson
Venkatesh Jakka, PMP
Carol Johnstoen
Shawn Knuth
Bruno Lacaria, PMP
Zongxu Li, M.D.
Dr. Cionne Manning
Mikeshia Manning, PMP

Brad Marr, PMP
Brent Marston
Jacqualine Monteith, PMP
Terrence Robert Newkirk, PMP
Kishore R. Papineni, PMP
Amar Patel
Manisha Patel
Seth Pittluck
Amjad Rehman
Sandra K. Reid
Brett Richards
Kathleen Ronchi, PMP
Judy Rubsam
Dr. Elisabetta Sabini, Ph.D.
Adam Schmidt
Taffita Schurz, PMP
Marlene Schwan
Ogechi N. Shadamoro
Mike Sharkey, PMP
Manish Sheth
Steven Shundich
Curtis Siegel, PMP
Jeanine Solinski
Kolette Stim
Manuel Sukerman
Ruby Sullivan
Vijay Surti
Simon Tarr
Margaret Townsend
Daria van Engelen
Ruth Anne Velaer Wheeler
Yvonne Walton
Steven J. Waszak, PMP
Chantira Ikina Watkins, Sr., PMP
William Westrick, PMP
John Wilhelmi
Kavin Williams
D. Rashell Wright

Kirsten Ahlen, PMP
Zahra Bakari, PMP
Susan Bigeck, PMP
Francisco Carrillo, PMP
Karen Crawford, PMP
Aida Diagne, PMP
Nevin Dubash, PMP
Chris Duchek, PMP
Eric Dziewiontkoski, PMP
William B. Fenlon Jr, PMP
Edward Ferry, PMP
Yolanda Frantzich, PMP
Wendee Greene, PMP
Mary Harden, PMP
Emilia Hobart, PMP
Terri Ihssen, PMP
Leslie Kijinski, PMP
Bruno Lacaria, PMP
Kathleen Lakota, PMP
Rendee Lewis, PMP
Maria Llamas, PMP
Judy J. Lopez, PMP
Donna Maszczyk, PMP
Kevin May, PMP
Elliot Meitzler, PMP
Scott Metcalfe, PMP
Sana Mohammed, PMP
Jacqualine Monteith, PMP
Kim Mosack, PMP
My-Hien Ngo, PMP
Nicholas Nicholson, PMP
Kinga Piatkiewicz, PMP
Rolando Ramos, PMP

Jill S. Rife, PMP
Kathleen Ronchi, PMP
Baljinder Saggu, PMP
Betty A. Sanders, PMP
April Schwingle, PMP
WIlliam Marl Seliger, PMP
Reshma Shah, PMP
Mike Sharkey, PMP
Randall J Shusis, PMP
Kristian Skogsbakken, PMP
Janet Aileen Smith, PMP
Hugo Solano, PMP
Swati Srivastava, PMP
Sangeetha Subramaniam, PMP
Brian Swift, PMP
Dr. Akira Terakita, Ph.D., PMP
Karen Thomas, PMP
Lindsay Toll, PMP
Ann Venezia, PMP
Steven Villegas, PMP
Chantira Ikina Watkins, Sr., PMP
Shirley Xu, PMP
Cynthia Yeomans, PMP
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Chapter Leadership (2013 - 2014)

The Leadership Team consists of two groups. There is an elected Executive Board made 
up of the President, Past President and Vice Presidents. The primary function of this 
board is to set the strategic plan for the chapter and to oversee the execution of that 
plan by the Directors and their volunteers. The Directors are appointed by the Executive 
Board and are responsible for the execution of the strategic plan through the tactical 
day to day operation of the chapter. The Directors coordinate the efforts of chapter 
member volunteers to accomplish the activities of the chapter. If you are interested in 
serving your PMI-Chicagoland Chapter, contact our Director of Volunteers for more 
information. 

President 
Gregory Jones, PMP 

Past President 
John Duggan, PMP 

VP Technology 
Amer Kazmi, PMP 

Director, Advertising 
Donna R. Liotta, PMP 
Director, Technology - Website, 
Christopher Nieves, CAPM
Director, Social Media
Erik Jensen 

VP Community Outreach 
Rajesh G. Nair, PMP, PgMP 

Director, Academic Outreach
Sudhakar Mattu, PMP 
Director, Professional Association 
Outreach
David Omelka, PMP
Director, Social Outreach
Fred Barrett

VP Business Outreach 
Jonathan Lee, PMP 

Director, Corporate Outreach 
Sameer Khaja 
Director, Executive Outreach 
Stefan Lorincz, PMP
Director, Public Relations and Marketing 
Aisleigh McGann, PMP

VP Operations 
(open)

Director, Logistics
Malcolm Culbertson

VP Membership 
Jim Karthan, PMP 

Director, Member Analysis 
Anjali Moore, PMP 
Director, Member Communications
Dino Karahalios, PMP 
Director, Member Relations
Ura M. Puranda, PMP 
Director, Mentoring
Louisa J. Kim, PMP 
Director, Volunteers
Tasharia Gardner, PMP 

VP Education 
Andrew Soswa, PMP 

Director, Program
Sheila Wesonga, PMP 
Director, Certification
Ravi Avasarala, PMP 
Director, Professional Development
Desiree de los Reyes, PMP 

VP Finance 
Greg Horodeck, PMP 

Director, Procurement
Damien Shelton, PMP 

Attorney at Law Certified Public 
Accountant 
Mary Alice C. Strzalka 

Board Administrator 
Anne W. Clark 

Publications 
Carolyn Schiffner

The PMI Chicagoland Leadership 

Team is made up of dedicated 

volunteers who constantly strive to 

add value to the membership and 

to forward the best interests of the 

chapter. Please feel free to contact 

any member of the Board or Directors 

with any questions, concerns, or 

suggestions you may have.

mailto:volunteers%40pmi-chicagoland.org?subject=



